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REID HIGHWAY, BALCATTA — ROAD SAFETY 

Grievance 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [9.43 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport and relates to the area 

of Reid Highway close to the intersection with Mitchell Freeway. This area has been of growing concern over a 

number of years due to its congestion and the high number of traffic crashes, making it quite a hot spot and in 

need of attention to improve road safety. For quite a few years, even back to the period of the last government, I 

sought traffic counts and other evidence to build a case for the government to commit funding to this area. In 

2011 I wrote to the then Treasurer asking that consideration be given in that year’s budget for the money 

required to improve this area. The City of Stirling also wrote to me late last year about the area of Reid Highway 

from the Mitchell Freeway to the signalised intersection with Erindale Road in Hamersley. I would like to quote 

a small section of that letter from the City of Stirling. It states — 

Crash statistics for the 5-year period between January 2006 and December 2011 indicate the following 

crash statistics for this section of road: 

 181 crashes at the intersection of Reid Highway & Mitchell Freeway northbound on/off ramps 

(ranked 26th worst intersection in the entire state in terms of crash frequency and 5th worst in 

the City of Stirling); 

 18 midblock crashes on the Reid Highway bridge over Mitchell Freeway; 

 334 crashes at the intersection of Reid Highway & Mitchell Freeway southbound on/off ramps 

& Balcatta Road (ranked 3rd worst intersection in the entire state in terms of crash frequency 

and 2nd worst in the City of Stirling); and 

 27 midblock crashes on the section between Mitchell Freeway and Erindale Road. 

Traffic surveys undertaken by Main Roads WA have indicated that the section of Reid Highway over 

the Mitchell Freeway Bridge carries in the order of 28,900 vehicles per day … It is generally accepted 

that the maximum capacity of an undivided road with a single lane of traffic in each direction is 

approximately 18,000–20,000 vehicles per day. When traffic flows exceed these values, multiple lanes 

(and generally a dual carriageway) are required to safely and efficiently accommodate the traffic flows. 

We have objective evidence that this area needs attention. At the start of this year I wrote to both the Treasurer 

and the Minister for Transport asking that this year’s budget look to provide a solution to the real traffic hazard 

in this area. I received a response from the Minister for Transport’s principal policy adviser dated 16 March 

2012. That letter said, in part — 

Due to the many high priority worthwhile projects across the State, the upgrade of this section of Reid 

Highway, including the Mitchell Freeway interchange, will likely need to be staged. 

The minister was aware of this issue. We have this practice of the minister’s principal policy adviser or chief of 

staff signing all the letters I have ever received. I do not know whether that is a strategy to ensure that the 

minister is not accountable for things that come out of his office, but hopefully he will be accountable and when 

he replies, he might be able to say what can be done to stage a solution to the problems in this area.  

Just prior to the budget, the Minister for Road Safety put out a media release on 13 May, a Sunday, to get 

coverage. Under the heading ―Metropolitan Intersection Crashes‖ it stated — 

A total of $21.6million has been allocated for safety upgrades to metropolitan intersections. 

Then it went on to list six intersections. They will not take up the whole of the $21.6 million but they comprise 

intersections that will have treatments to improve traffic safety. It continues — 

Reid Highway and Mitchell Freeway (south bound off ramp) — City of Stirling: Improve intersection 

geometry and lane allocation and upgrade pedestrian facilities  

With that information having been released before the budget, when we went into estimates, the member for 

Midland, whom I was working with to get these answers, asked the Minister for Transport — 

Can the minister give us a breakdown of what intersections and roads that money is to be spent on, and 

how much will be spent on each? 

The Minister for Transport responded — 

No, not at this stage. We are still working through the amount to be allocated.  
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That was an untruth. If the Minister for Road Safety can say that $21.6 million has been allocated, there was 

obviously an indicative sum for each intersection to have that road treatment. For the Minister for Transport to 

say that no money has been allocated is a falsehood; it is simply not true. The minister needs to be a bit more 

honest with this place and provide answers when people’s safety on our roads is in question. This and a number 

of other intersections require upgrades and treatment. Our money is being allocated and we need to know how 

much.  

However, the minister did say that he would provide that information by way of supplementary information A39. 

What do we find? When we received the answer from the minister, he did not provide all the information. He 

simply said that $10.7 million was allocated for those six cases that were raised. Again, there are obviously exact 

or indicative amounts against each intersection adding up to $10.7 million, but the undertaking the minister gave 

this house in estimates was misleading. He obfuscates. Then he came into this place and was asked a dorothy 

dixer by one of his fellow members, which he used to attack a member. Instead of providing useful information, 

he provided information on some of the intersections, but not Reid Highway. It is time the minister started to 

treat this place with some respect. He should start to be honest instead of giving half-truths and false information 

to the house. He should give us information as to what is to be done on Reid Highway near Mitchell Freeway. If 

it is staged, how much will be done under this particular proposal and how much will be allocated in this year’s 

budget to try to fix what is a major traffic hazard in metropolitan Perth? It cannot simply be left as it is.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.48 am]: I thank the member for the grievance, 

which was really in two parts. One part was the genuine intent of grievances in this place—that is, for members 

to raise an issue on behalf of their constituents—and the other part was just a bit of a general grizzle about life in 

opposition.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: No; it’s about expecting honest answers, minister. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: In relation to the member’s assertion, when I was asked those questions in estimates, that 

allocation had not been completed. I could stand here and spend all of my seven minutes talking about that; I am 

happy to do that. I was asked whether the $21.6 million had been allocated and to what projects. My answer was 

that it had not. Clearly, some projects had been identified, but the totality of the $21.6 million had not been 

allocated. I am pretty sure that that process is nearly complete. I think the member will see the government 

making announcements about the spending of that money over the next little while. Government announcements 

will be made by the government at a time that we deem to be appropriate. That is what we intend to do. We were 

out recently talking about one project in particular that the member alluded to, so I will reflect on it as well. That 

project is at Berkshire Road and Roe Highway in Forrestfield. That is a great announcement. The member for 

Forrestfield was so excited he kept popping up in the background of the photographs. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Would you stop the nonsense and answer my grievance, minister? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: As I said at the start, the member’s grievance was in two parts, so my answer will be in 

two parts. I will spend about half the time dealing with the back end of the member’s grievance, which was his 

grizzle — 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I didn’t mention the other roads. I want information on Reid Highway and Mitchell Freeway. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member said that I came in here and belittled one of his members. I did not belittle 

him; I just stated some facts about his laziness. That is all I did. And he is lazy. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They are the facts. 

We like to get out and about. We like to make road announcements. The other point is that if the government had 

not made the decision to hypothecate or to tie speed and red-light camera fine moneys to road safety, we would 

not be having this conversation. It is something the member talked about for a long time when he was in 

government but never did. We have now done it. 

In relation to the particular intersection—I have not spent half my time talking about the back half of the 

member’s grievance—he is right; it is an issue. He has written to me, and I understand and appreciate that. The 

member for Carine and Hon Liz Behjat have battered me with concerns about this intersection. I have had a look 

at this intersection. Reid Highway is a very important road. In the major road networks in Perth, Reid Highway 

and its linkage via Tonkin Highway, and possibly even further to the east via Roe Highway, is a critically 

important piece of road infrastructure. That is why we have been spending money on Reid Highway, and I think 

the member has acknowledged that in the past. We have spent money in partnership with the commonwealth on 

the intersection of Reid Highway and Alexander Drive. We have spent state money on the intersection of Reid 

Highway and Mirrabooka Avenue. They are both great outcomes. Those intersections are important because 

there had been some pretty nasty accidents there, including, as I understand it, some with fatalities. We have 
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some money lined up to be spent on the intersection of Reid Highway and Malaga Drive. In due course, all those 

major intersections will have to be grade separated, because Reid Highway is very important. The member is 

right; that single-lane section that runs west from Erindale Road over the Mitchell Freeway to Duffy Road is 

another part of that puzzle that has to be resolved. 

The advice I have got—I have asked Main Roads to look broadly at the totality of the issue between Erindale 

and Duffy Roads—is that to deal with that and to dual that section will cost somewhere in the vicinity of 

$40 million. That is a big requirement. Clearly, that has not been funded at this stage. I should point out that 

there are a number of issues with the interchanges on the freeway, where there are some stress points. One of the 

two biggest problems is the one that the member has identified at Reid Highway and Mitchell Freeway. There is 

also a problem at Armadale Road and Kwinana Freeway. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Hutton Street across the freeway is a major problem as well. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is correct. There are a number of pressure points. There will be some staging, not by 

me but by Main Roads, in the delivery of a solution. The member is right; he alluded to the fact that there will be 

some funding, and that has been publicly stated by the government. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: How much money and some detail please, minister? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: As I said, that announcement will be made by the government in due course once we 

finalise that package. That is not far off. I will make sure that the member gets all that information. I will make 

sure that all his constituents get that information too. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Your responsibility is to this house, not to play politics with it, minister. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am not playing politics. What I said is that I will make sure that the people who will 

decide at the election whether to send the member to this house will get that information. The member might not 

be the one who provides it to them, but I will make sure that they get that information. We will do that in the not-

too-distant future. That will come out of the funding provided from the road trauma trust fund. Again I stress that 

if the government had not made the policy decision to allocate money from red-light and speed camera fines to 

road safety initiatives, such as the more than $40 million that is going on roads this year, we would not be having 

this conversation. I am aware of the circumstance. The member has raised it. It has been raised with me many 

times by the member for Carine and Hon Liz Behjat. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Have they written to you about it? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They speak to me about it incessantly. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Is this another one of your untruths, like you keep telling this place? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Conversations with them are much more important to me than a letter from the member, 

because, firstly, they are intelligent and, secondly, they do it very frequently. 

 


